John Nygren

WISCONSIN STATE REPRESENTATIVE * 89™ ASSEMBLY DISTRICT
Co-Chair, Joint Committee on Finance

T,
¥ T

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE November 14, 2016
Contact: Rep. John Nygren (888) 534-0089

Rep. Nygren Applauds Federal Efforts to Fight Opioid Abuse and Addiction

Madison — On Monday, State Representative John Nygren (R-Marinette) released the following
statement touting the positive efforts taken by the Federal Government to promote prescribing
best practices:

“I am proud of the bipartisan efforts being taken at the federal level to address issues of opioid
abuse and addiction in our country. | especially want to thank Sen. Ron Johnson for his
leadership on this issue, authoring the Promoting Responsible Opioid Prescribing (PROP) Act.”

As part of the PROP Act, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) no longer
require a patient’s level of pain to be factored into Medicare reimbursement calculations.

“With the elimination of the pain scale, prescribers no longer have a financial incentive to
overprescribe potentially dangerous pain medications to their patients. This change will directly
reduce the number of people who have access to, abuse, and become addicted to prescription
opioids.

“Again, 'm proud of the efforts being taken by the Federal Government to combat opioid abuse
and addiction and | look forward to continuing my partnership with leaders like Sen. Ron
Johnson.”

As the upcoming legislative session approaches, Rep. Nygren plans to continue his work with
law enforcement, the medical community, legislators on both sides of the aisle, and recovery
advocates statewide to address issues of drug abuse and addiction by further building upon
Wisconsin’s HOPE Agenda.
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